
5 THESES
Out of love for our Catholic Church and a desire to reform it, 
we Catholic women and men defend the following steps as 
necessary actions for the bishops of the United States. We 
urge our bishops to resolve at their fall 2018 assembly in 
Baltimore to take these actions or to dispute them with us 
in the form of an open letter by the first day of the coming 
liturgical year, December 2, 2018. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Amen.

1. Full transparency: Release the names of clergy in every diocese found by internal 
processes to be abusers. Pledge to fully cooperate, without question and without 
qualification, with all new and ongoing investigations initiated by Attorneys General, 
local prosecutors, and any other law enforcement bodies, especially when evidence 
points to abuse by clerics and negligence by those with responsibility over them.

2. Survivors’ Voices: Create and publicize a permanent and prominent place in ev-
ery issue of every diocesan newspaper in the country for survivors of clergy sexual 
abuse to share their stories.

3. Simple Living: As a symbolic gesture of the commitment to dismantle clericalism, 
shed the royal raiment and regalia of the episcopate, wearing the plain black garb 
and liturgical vestments of a parish priest and spending time in service to the poor 
and marginalized for the coming liturgical year.

4. Put Women in Church Leadership: Ask Pope Francis to restore women to the 
ordained diaconate, to include women as voting members at meetings of the synod 
of bishops, to reopen the discussion of women’s ordination, and to name women as 
cardinals at the next consistory and at every consistory going forward until a balance 
is achieved.

5. Pray for a Reformed Church: Require every parish in every diocese to include this 
prayer, or one based on it, every Sunday in the prayers of the faithful during the next 
three liturgical years:

“That from this community of gathered people will rise a new church: a church that 
protects the abused and the marginalized, ministering to all in search of healing; a 
church that strives continually to overcome every type of discrimination, whether so-
cial or cultural, whether based on gender, race, color, social condition, sexual orienta-
tion, language or religion, in order to pave the way for a new future of joy and hope . 
. . we pray to the Lord.”

November 2018

learn more: www.5theses.com | #5theses


